
 

20 March 2020 
 
To Parent(s) / Carer(s) of 
Students attending The Roseland Academy 
 
School Provision for children of Key Workers 
 
Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s) 
 
I have today received further Government advice regarding how schools can support the country, and 
what we all need to do to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  The Government has now also 
provided the country with clear guidance on self-isolation, household isolation and social distancing. 

In response to the announcement that schools would remain open for key workers, we are now in process 
of planning our approach from 23 March 2020. 

Firstly, if children can stay safely at home, they should, as this will limit the chance of the virus spreading.  
This is why the Government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and 
asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. 

It is important to underline that schools remain safe places for children but the fewer children making the 
journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can 
spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. 

We are therefore being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of children - children 
whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and children who are vulnerable who cannot be safely 
cared for at home.  Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response include those who work in 
health and social care and in other key sectors outlined below. Many parents working in these sectors may 
be able to ensure their child is kept at home and every child who can be safely cared for at home should 
be. 

Please, therefore, follow these key principles: 

1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 

2. If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, then school 
will be available for them. 

3. Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social 
distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying conditions. 

 
            Continued… 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people


 

 
4. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which 

can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as 
adults. 

 
Key Workers are those people working in: 
- Health & Social Care 
- Education & Childcare 
- Key Public Services 
- Local & National Government 
- Food & Other Necessary Goods 
- Public Safety & National Security 
- Transports 
- Utilities 
 
In order for us to plan appropriate staffing, catering and support, if you are a key worker and you require a 
school place, please fill out the form below: 
 
https://forms.gle/YJLukTvmFKdqg4Bf9  
 
Once this information is collated, everyone who has completed the form and qualifies will be contacted 
directly to explain the procedures for opening from Monday 23rd March. 
 
We have been informed by the Local Authority that key worker children will have normal school transport 
provided at normal times on Monday 23rd March, however please be patient as buses may be slightly later. 
After this date we will update you with the transport advice received from the Local Authority. 
 
Children of EHCPs and vulnerable children who may require provision will be contacted directly by the 
school. If you believe you fall into this category and have not had contact, or have any safeguarding 
concerns please email: leadershipteam@theroseland.co.uk 
 
Please take note of the key message that is, if children can stay safely at home, they should and as 
mentioned in my previous letter, these are extraordinary times and it is very clear that our community will 
need to pull together and find new ways to support each other.  Safeguarding the welfare and education of 
our learners is our priority. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Chris Challis 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/YJLukTvmFKdqg4Bf9

